Civilization and Barbarism
physical training, dance, song, and occupational tasks
were found to be good only by criticism of authority
and discussion of opposing views. Modern educa-
tional systems and methods are the results up to date
of a process which is itself more valuable than its
results. But to establish a school system and then
forbid criticism of it or of the teaching given in it is
to misunderstand the very nature of education. It is
to mistake the momentary form of the wave for the
force which makes the wave. Such mistakes are
excusable in those who have never understood what
distinguishes civilization from barbarism; but they
can hardly be made the basis of a system of govern-
ment for the modern world. No desirable life in
common can be created, however good the drains,
however new the tricks in school-teaching, if the
fundamental forces which went to the making of drains
and new methods of teaching are obstructed. The
democratic tradition takes most pride, not in its
drains or roads or school methods, but in the men
and women who made these possible by denying in
practice all that the dictatorships now advocate.
If the actual reforms valued so highly in dictator-
ships are looked at more closely, another aspect of
civilization appears in contrast with barbarism, Drains
and water-supply and punctual trains are indeed parts
of civilized life; but only because of their effects in
the formation of certain kinds of men and women.
That is to say, drains are for health; and health is an
attribute of living persons. Thus government as a
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